Many states have both an interest in the freedom of the high seas and promoting their (coastal) security interests. The tension between the two objectives is not new and persists despite the substantive extension of functional jurisdiction of costal States beyond their territorial sea in the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS
I. Introduction
-Mare liberum, freedom of the high seas-one of the basic and most important principles of the law of the sea-is closely connected with the flag State principle.
-90 percent of world trade is transported on the oceans.
